
 

  
 

WU WEI. Wu wei is ‘non-doing’ or 'doing nothing', 

‘inaction’ or ‘effortless action’. This concept is key to the 

noblest kind of action - according to Taoism - and is at                                       

the heart of what it means to follow Tao or The Way.                                       

I t emerged in the Chinese Spring and Autum period and 

from Confucianism. It describes a state of unconflicting 

harmony, free-flowing spontaneity and savoir-faire;                                              

a state of perfect knowledge of the reality of the situation. 
 

 see also    CONFUCIANISM,  NOTHING,  TAOISM 
  

It is said the decade of inaction Churchill 
spent in the 1930s had the quality of wu wei; 
he was sidelined from public office, only                                   
to develop clarity about the threat of Nazism,                                           
in contrast to Chamberlain’s appeasement.*                                        
. 
 *from  Stillness is the Key by  Ryan Holiday 
 

sa·voir-faire 
 

the ability to act or speak appropriately 
 

__________________ 

 

YOGA. Yoga is an ancient Hindu, Buddhist, Sikh               

and Jain spiritual practice that may lead to insight into                       

the true nature of being. Yoga asanas (postures) were  

developed to train the body to be still for meditation. 

H istorically, yoga was used to control the senses;         

the pausing of mental activity led to a supreme state. 

Yoga, yoga-related teachings and meditation are a path 

to the cessation of suffering and gaining of happiness.    

Nowadays, in the West, yoga exercises keep our bodies 

nimble and in shape; yoga aids health and wellbeing.                 

A few minutes of yoga practice every day helps one to         

be more flexible and in-tune with one’s body and mind.                                           

. 
Yoga is truly dualistic: In the East it is                 
a religious practice - in the West a form of 
exercise. In either mode yoga can aid our 
spiritual development, sharpen our senses 
and contribute to fitness and happiness.                           
.  

Yoga/exercise is a fountain of youth, a tool 
for stress relief and an aid for aches & pains. 
Yoga/meditation sets us on the path to en-
lightenment. As it helps us to empty our 
mind of thoughts, we can sidestep our ego.                          
. 

Enlightenment is seeing the world the way it 
really is. Our ego prevents us from doing so; 
we don’t see the real world, we see our world 
- from our perspective, with our prejudices - 
moreover, we’re attached to this worldview.                          
- 

Thus, as we bypass ego in meditation, we  
gain a perception of reality that is untainted 
by our desires, biases and favouritism; we     
are able to accept, detach and let go - which                 
is a sure path to our goal of enlightenment.                       
. 
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